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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


“Love has its roots in eternity, and those to whom on 
earth we are strongly drawn are the Egos we have loved 
in past earth-lives and dwelt with in Devachan ; coming 
back to earth, these enduring bonds of love draw us 
wgether yet again, and add to the strength and beauty of 
the tie, and so on till all illusions are lived down, and the 
strong and perfected Egos stand side by side, sharing the 
experience of their well-nigh illimitable past.” 


These words are used by Mrs. Besant in the last chapter 
of her papers on “ Death and After?” which have been 
appearing in “ Lucifer.” We are entirely at one with Mrs. 
Besant as to the general principle involved in her assertions 
—namely, that the occasionally strong bonds of love 
existing between people here are bonds that have been 
forged in some previous state of existence. Devachan and 
re-inearnation are, of course, necessary for the development 
of the underlying idea in the language of Theosophy, but 
that does not vitiate the possible, nay probable, truth of the 
principle involved. Undoubtedly there do exist attachments 
between persons sometimes of the same sex, oftener perhaps 
of opposite sexes, which are not apparently founded on the 
small circumstances out of which attachments of any kind 
are generally supposed to grow, and these can only be 
accounted for on the hypothesis of an affinity of higher 
principles than those which come within the ken of ordinary 
knowledge. Nevertheless a difficulty does come in. When 
and how were those affinities which eventually find their 
expression in the various forms of human affection first 
started? Or must we leave the “eternity” of the past to 
solve the question? That Mrs. Besant is right in her asser- 
tion of the “fact” we hold firmly ; some people, indeed, 
“do” recognise the previous conscious double existence, 
though not necessarily in a past earth-life. And to those 
who do so recognise this not as a mere matter of words, or 
of religio-scientific philosophy, there come notions as to 


origins which lie deeper down than Devachan or even the | 


Higher Self. 


A correspondent, who is dissatisfied with  Liairr,” finds 
fault with the expression,“ spiritual gravitation.” Says our 
Correspondent: “ There is no gravitation of either spirit or 
Matter, Newton gave scientists something that answered 
fora time, hut man now should look deeper and find the 
aws yoverning these things.” We are sorry to lose a 
Subscriber, and should not have noticed the letter here, but 
Yat it represents a kind of discontent with which it is 
dificult to deal —that is, the discontent of the omniscient 
fuldist, The writer of the above had evidently not read 
oy article headed “Spiritual Gravitation,” or he would, 

Perhaps” have not written as he has done, As to “ spirit 
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and mattor,” we have pretty considerably argued against 
the distinction between them. 


We have heen asked what authorities were used by Lord 
Ronald Gower in his monograph on Joan of Arc, secing that. 
the fact of the martyrdom has been denied. Lord Ronald 
says :“ The authors whose works I have chiefly used in writing 
this life of Joan of Are are—first, Quicherat, who was the 
first to publish at length the minutes of the two trials con- 
cerning the Maid—that of her trial at Rouen in 1430, and 
of her rehabilitation in 1456—and who unearthed so many 
chronicles relating tu her times ; secondly, Wallon, whose 
“Life of Joan of Arc” is, of all, the fullest and most 
reliable ; thirdly, Fabre, who has within the last few years 
published several most important books respecting the life 
and death of Joan. Fabre was the first to make a trans- 
lation in full of the two trials, which Quicherat had first 
published in the original Latin text.” The title of Fabre’s 
work is “ Procès de Condamnation de Jeanne d'Arc, d'après 
les textes authentiques des proces verbaux ofliciels. Tra- 
duction (du Latin) avec éclairissements.” (Paris, 1854.) 
It is not, however, with the “ martyrdom ” that we have to 
do so much as with the “voices,” which seem to have been 
clearly established. 


It is amusing to n=te the way in which fear is affecting 
those to whom the Unseen is a different place from what 
they thought it was, as well as those who will have none of 
it. Mr. Whites says the things “are,” but that they proceed 
from the devil and his angels, while Mr. Ernest Hart says 
they “are” not at all. Mr. Hart, who understands 
perfectly the methods of publication, republication, and 
re-republication, has now brought together what he wrote 
during the winter and spring into one volume. We have 
not the book before us, but the following pleasing extracts 
from it are given in the “ Agnostic Journal,” and show how 
generous, as well as far-seeing, the author is. One hardly 
likes to use the term, “ penny-a-liner,” in connection with 
so eminent a member of the medical profession, but the 
jumble of words really suggests its use. Mr, Ernest Hart 
is speaking of the “so-called Spiritualists and Telepathists,” 
the former of whom, the “so-called ” ones, have attempted 
to introduce the element of the supernatural, and the 
others, presumably also “so-called,” the element of a new 
force :—- 

Their pretensions are only a revival under a new form of the 
old follies and deceptions—often self-deceptions, and still more 
often impostures—which surrounded the earlier introductions 
of the errors of the magnetisers, the Spiritualists, and the 
mesmnerists of the Middle Ages. The second-sight and clair- 
voyance of the witches and the demoniacs, of the mystics and 
the mesinerists, having been exposed and discredited, the same 
things aro still from time to timo revived under new names 
more suited to a generation which has got rid of some of the 
nomenclature of the past. Telepathy sounds better to modern 
ears than mesmeric trance or clairvoyance ; but it has no more 
substantial foundation. It is an attempt to discover whethor 
it is possible to see without eyes, to hear without ears, to 
receive or convey impressions without the aid of the special 
sonses. The spirit-rappers, the Davenports, the Bishops, tho 
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heraadent, the animal maguotiars, have dropped into mechanical influence, He must, in the first place, 
Ne Telepathy is 8 silly | answor our question, bs there here a causative force? f 
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darkness, and are buried in oblivion. Nee E 
altoinpt to revivo m psendo seiontitie form, sueh w b ae 
; . aU X $ M 
tion of this kind has always assumod, but ima very ive le u, 
i i the failures and impos- 


i 7 sults 
th very futile and anane rostits, i ] 
A e in tolopathy is confined 


tares of tho past. Happily, the belief ) ae 
to a fow, and these, I am ashamed to say, chietly in this 
country, le has had a feeble and lingering existence, and is 
| ture death. 


undoubtedly destined to die a prema 


These delusions, this mimelo-mongering, these disordered 
visions and hysterie hallucinations, this exploitation of the love 
of the mysterions, these psoudo-magnetio attractions, these 
sham soiontitic tloatings in the air or fixations of the body, these 
chought-readings and foretcllings, these vague pronouncements 
concerning unseen worlds and invisible planos of boings, these 
playings om the fears, the hopes, the feeble senses, the enger 
imaginanons, and the balanced reason of tho masses, are As 


oht as--nay, apparently older than--history. | Sometimes m 


this, as in other things, we are tempted to ask, * Does the world 
mako any progress, or aro wo still meving in tho same planes, 
inthe samo grooves of ignoranco and superstition, knavery, 
folly, and selfdecoption ?” I think wo may tind comfort, 
however, in the historical review Tt is true that we have still 
with us the Spirituahsts, tho stago hypnotists, the living 
magnets, the Mahatmas, the belated psychical researchers, and 
the ghost sers. But they are only the stunted ronmants, the 
vestigial and atrophied traces indicating the latter stages of ages 
of development, in which we have outgrown the period when 
such follies and fallacies were the almost universal hevitage of 
mankind, and led to burnings, drownings, torture, and whole- 
salv misery, when the cataloptics and hypnotics were counted 
by hundreds of thousands at a time, when imposture was wide- 
spread and high-placed, when philosophers were the dupes of 
their own self-deception, and when the mischiefs of hypnotic 
suggestion were extended over large districts, and sapped the 
reason and ruined the lives of thousands. There are still per- 
formances and publications which, in their follies and their 
capacities for mischief, rival somo of those prevalent in the 
darkest periods of ignorance and superstition ; but they are 
at the present time regarded as curiosities and eccentricities, 
and provoke laughter and derision, when formerly they would 
have led to insanity and persecution. 


DR. CARL DU PREL ON THE MILAN SEANCES. 


The following are the remaining points of interest in this 

distinguished sevent's view of the experiments with Eusapia 

aladino. He says that, naturally, a jomt account can only 
express ina general way the opinion of the investigators with- 
out taking note of individual differences, and that it is not | 
because of any important divergence on his part that he writes 
independently of the joint report which he signed, and which 
has already been printed, but merely for the conveyance of some 
of his personal impressions. 

The most remarkable elevation of the whole table occurred 
in darkness, when one of those present securely held with his 
hands the medium's feet, while, in addition, these were bound 
together with a cord, the end of which was sealed to the floor. 
Under these conditions the elevation amounted to between 
twelve and sixteon inches and remained constant for about a 
second before the photographs were completed, whereupon the 
table fell down again—all four feet striking the floor simul- 
taneously, Both the photographs and direct observation con- 
vinced us of the actual elevation of the table, which was oven 
once kept up long cnough under the electric light. For the 
production of this phenomenon the forco—which might very 
well bo muscular—appears to be borrowed, at least in part, 
rom the medium — judging from her gestures. As sam as the 
swinging Mevement introductory to the subseyuont spring-like 
elevation commenced she began to sigh, hor arms and hands 
movel spasmodically, and her face became pinched. All this 
ceased on tho instant the table fell down again. 

It may thus be said that the fact of the table elevation 
without mechanical influence of the modium is verified in a way 
that excludes every objection. Many readers may be, perhaps, 
of opinion that the results to be deduced from these facts are 
too unimportant for Spiritualism to reward us for the time 
devoted to them. But that is certainly not the case. Let us 
take over so great a sceptic who has convinced himself by these 
experiments of the fact of a table having beon elovated without 


| long side of the table, so that she would have required sn ara 


| but the material had received only an imperfect and very lig 
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effect has a eause. We then ask, Is this power which is e v 
of overcoming gravitation known to science? He mus CH 
that it is not. When, however, he admits that there is a i R 
unknown to secience— which is capable of controlling ing S 
unknown forces in that relation he must at least ulmi iy 
possibility of an absolutely limitless series of incomprehes, ty 
phenomena, and exactly such phenomena reveal themse)y, 4 
Spiritualism, The sceptic must drop the a priori denial, ey 
could only be maintained at the expense of logic. 4 

With regard to the imaterialisation of hands, Dr. dup 
verifies these, remarking that tho medium sat between the N 
curtains, while head, hands, knees, and feet, remained in et 
t The cabinet —that is, the portion of the room separated We 
curtains from the rest of the apartment—had, it is true, 4% 
leading outwards. This was, however, closed and pastel, ® 
Having seon to that, the hands of the medium were contin, * 
held by those on each side of her, and they rested either igs 
on the table or, similarly held, on her own knees. The lay? 
on the table around which we formed the circle shed ki 
sullicjent for observing the phenomena. They were partiy be 
kind that one could infer from them the presence of g * 
invisible hand. For example, as when the curtain ney 
medium’'s side bulged out ; when her neighbours were tag > 
on the feet or on the shoulders, or were quite audibly patte, 
tapped ; or when the curtain was violently shaken. The Chas 
of the adjoining sitters appeared to be grasped by a hand w 
vigorously upheaved. Sehiaparelli and I experienced this, i 
a hand were laid against the curtain an opposition was fel; ly 
what would be caused by another hand. This became Phire 
still when several gentlemen put their hands between hy 
curtains. They were then vigorously shaken. 

In spite of the pretty complete darkness at other of thy 
sittings materialised hands could be fully veritied. The toug, 
ings occurred then very frequently, and even in response, 
mentally formed request, and at distances of over one and 5: 
yards from the medium. Raps of considerable power we, 
audible in the table, and that they proceeded from a fist I e 
state from personal observation. We employed for the diy 
sittings paper covered with luminous paint, which either lay e 
the table or hung against the wall. By its glimmer, as well x 
by that of the windows, whose shutters were not clos, 
several objects were seen moved from their places. In thy 
way I saw a hand with outspread fingers shadow itself on th 
luminous paper which lay on the table ; and it was conside. 
ably larger than that of the medium’s. In like manner I ay 
also a child's hand with fingers extended. Another time I sr 
relieved against the window frame the arm and fist which strié 
the table. The whole situation afforded proof that the media 
was not the actor, for she sat at the narrow side of the tab 
to my right, and with my right I held her left hand securi. 
The arm and fist, however, appeared at my left hand, st th 


about two and a-quarter yards long with a double elbow-joist 
in order to get round my back and strike a blow on the tabte 
Finally the hand became generally visible at the same sittin: 
and, indeed, very frequently, particularly in the openi 
between the curtains above the head of the medium wher t 
hangings, parting from each side of her head, formed a prin! 
triangular space. On one of these occasions the closed tis < 
a child-hand appeared on the medium’s head and afterwar 
opened with the fingers upraised so that we plainly saw the 
hollow palm. The medium was herself curious to sees hand 
and whon she turned herself round with that object she w 
warned by a slap in the face that “John” did not wisht 
When also Sehiaparelli, the better to observe this hand on $ 
reappearance, tried to widen a little tho opening of the cura 
a hand moved over his in seratehing fashion. 

Dealing with the experiments in clay, Dr. Carl du Pref sit 
that “John” complained through the medium that it was 8 


He had really tried to give a profile in 


soft enough. 


indication of an ear. He seems even to have lost his temp” 
over the hardness of the elay, for instead of an imprint of? 
hand, we found in the lump deeply seratched traces of tingt™ 
and nails of which plaster casts were taken later. An etort t 
get a wax impression of a hand failed, but a good photoes? 
was secured, With the accumulation of evidence it will 8 
found that we have to do not with miracles but with unkno" 
physics and physiology, 


| 
| 


‘ 
H 
i 
i 


concentration, He considers this theory supported by the 
before mentioned essay of Bianchon’s, but concludes by warning 
ys thatwe shoald not be justified in believing the accusation 
| 
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TWO GERMAN PAMPHLETS. 


y Iwo pamphlots noticed aro (1) + Tho King of the 
WW 


ti yin" DY Charles do Thomassin, and (9) " Spiritual 
se are S Sa: AM 
pe jon DY the sime writer. ‘Tho latter is issued hy the Thoo- 
yee ` 
p „p Society of Germany. 
phe . a 
el as there appears a translation of a good deal of this in 
n. pith gR e LH ae ee , . é 
pot wo Luur” (Somo Modern \V iteheraft ”), it is not 
a ay 80 repeat it here, Imt simply to point out important 
1 . . N . 
pi aas of errors, Thero are also various nuisprints, Angura 
y 5 n š A = 
ne Figaro should be Anguier; Madame Shibaut, Madame 
Tuto abd Haysmans should bo Huysmans. 


following the last paragraph quoted in * Ligier come in 
original these words: One will assumo that much in this 
aumt has its origin in the imagination of M, Bianchon, * and 
agiebrated novelist? has in fact sent a denial to the * Figaro,” 

y d Thomassin thon proceeds to describe tho experiments 
Quisnel do Rochas concerning the transmission of sensitive- 
jom a hypnotised person to air, Water, wax, &e., and to 
pare these with the spells exereised by the old magicians by 


RECORDS OF PRIVATE SEANCES. 
FROM NOTES TAKEN AT THE TIME OF EACH SITTING. 
No. LX, 


From wus Reconps or Mura. 8, 


December 21st, 1875.— This evening Dr. S. was absent from 
the circle, which consisted of Mr. S. M., Mr. P., and Mrs. S. 
Mentor soon came and brought us musk, which had been asked 
for on a previous occasion, Musieal sounds were abundant. 
When Mr. S, M, was entranced, ho described a beautiful vision 
that appeared to unroll as he gazed. He said : “1 see a lovely 
landscape, but it is dark. Now spirits are casting light over it. 
Such beautiful mountains and rivers! ” 

Magus controlled, and said the vision was symbolic of our 
world, and of tho light: the spirits were trying to cast over it 
through their spiritual manifestations and instruction, Tmpera- 
tor then spoke, saying :—-'* We have been prevented for a long 
time from conversing with you, and also from communicating 


sof wax effigies, De Rochas agrees with Reichenbach in | with the mecium, as his mind has been much disturbed by the 


yaributiteg this sensitiveness toa fluid, Od” which is trans- 
gate. He made a wax figure and stuck pins into it; 
go sypovtised patient felt pain in the corresponding parts of the 


incursion of the Adversarics, The present disturbance of the 
spiritual atmosphere is much exaggerated amongst you. Those 
who live in the midst of it are not able to estimate its extent 


joy whet at a distance of from three to four yards, but seldom and outcome, Friends, Jook backward as well as forward, 


yen farther removed from the figure. De Thomassin, however, 
awòlors that the later experiments of Dr. Hart, in which the 
peril felt the pain when the etligy was pricked without it having 
heea made sensitive by any previous transmission of Od fluid, are 
wore like the proceedings of the old magicians. Here the 
amò may be considered to be concentration of will acting 
possibly upon a universal magnetic fluid, and not, as by Rochas, 
wa personal one. The effigy would serve merely as a help to 


Have you gauged the forces that are operating amongst you ? 
Tho spiritual is now replacing the material, and can this 
be n time of peaco? Men never passed from an inferior 
to a superior stato without great and intense 
distress, without the throes and agony of a new birth. The 
fading embers of former spiritual fires are now being quickened 
by the angel ministers who have come amongst you. We 
knew not, until we came to instruct you, how the ignorance of 
man could cut him off from those who would open up spiritual 
truth to him,—ignorance wrapped in self-conceit, ignorance that 
we have no power to touch, ignorance that snatches from a 


aginst the Parisian Rosicrucians of having exercised Black | fellow being the life that the Supreme has granted. Surely, if 


Magic, especially against the Abbé Boulan. Anyone acquainted the life that on this day has been released from its earthly 
with their doctrines and character cannot think them capable of | tabernacle can look on those through whose means it has been 


injuring their fellow creatures in so malicious a way. As he 
(Thomasin) expected, Stanislas de Guaita sent a vehement 
denial to the “ Figaro,” which hastened in its issue of January 


released, its feeling will be one of compassion for the ignor- 
ance that framed the laws. To punish, by the withdrawal of 
what you call life, is an act of senseless folly, the extent of which 


lth to absolve him from the charge of the Vice Suprême. At | you will one day learn. It is a remnant of an age of blood 


the same time Guaita called upon the novelist Huysmans, 
through MM. Maurice Barrès and Emile Michelet, for an 
espuination. These gentlemen conferred with MM. Orsat 
wd Gustave Guiches, and a report was drawn up, which stated 
that Huysmans would not endorse the article of Jules Bois, did 
Rot assume that Guaita had caused the death of the King of the 
Exoreists by Black Magic, nor would he, after the explanations 
which Guaita caused to be given him, persist in his opinion that 
he it was who assailed him and hiscat every night with ‘ fluidic 
hats,” 

2.—“ Spiritual Religion.”—The spirit of free inquiry which 
had its source in the Reformation has led in our days to the multi- 
pication of sects. This was a necessary step in evolution, but 
Row the time has come for unity. The doctrines of the Christian 
Church become new truths in the light of esoteric interpretation. 
Esteric Christianity, similar to what Mr. Maitland understands 
tader that name, is what the writer takes to bo the highest 
paint of development at the present time, but he looks forward 
further progress in the future, namely, the foruding uf o 
Spivitval Universal Religion. Spiritualists and Theosophists are 

the heralds of this new time. They must remember what 
mighty effects will follow a close and heartfelt union in a 
coumon work, and what difficulties spring up on the other hand 
fmm continued misunderstandings, which bar the view of what 
they have in common. 
| [In justice to ourselves, it must be noted that our account of 
i “The King of the Exorcists ” was taken from the “ Literary 
Digest.” We are very glad to have the matter put 
straight. —Ep. ** Licnt.”’] 


Tur St. Geonce’s BeNxevo tent Assoctation or CHICAGO 
Wish to notify that they have a British Reception Committee 
Who will gladly welcome and vive information to visitors to the 
World's Fair. Address : J. W. Dimsdale, St. George’s Benevo- 
lent Association, 1,533 Masonic Temple, Chicago. 
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*The article in the * Figaro” was by Horace Bianchon, not by 
luysmans, as stated, in “ Licur.” Huysmans was his informant. — 
L' Envoûtement, " Figaro,” December 10th. 


t Jules Eois was the author of tho articlo in " Gil Blas,” 


belonging to the Jewish dispensation. Reform or seclude the 
criminal, but never kill the body, as you sever from the body 
a spirit that has not fultilled its time in your sphere of being.” 
Imperator then said that he could not tell, when he first 
entered our earth’s sphere, what it was that so chilled and de- 
pressed him, until he learned that a murderer (Wainwright) 
had, on that day, been executed. The deed, with all its 
dreadful surroundings, had made the spiritual atmosphere dark, 
and caused great spiritual depression among those who entered 
the atmosphere. A question was then asked as to the good of 
studying occultism. Imperator said: ‘It isa natural step, and 
helps in the study of the phenomenal aspect of Spiritualism, 
in the spiritual communications of ideas, and is of assistance in 
diagnosing the nature of the communicating individualities. 
The occult helps in the gathering up of precious knowledge and 
evidence from the wisdom of previous ages; and it may help 
the medium to advanced experimental knowledge, but it depends 
upon his will-power, his faith, and his perseverance. It is the 
complement of our teaching, looking into the records of the 
past, and comparing thom with those of the present. We wish 
every avenue of knowledge opened for him, and by so doing we 
‘shall have a more potent instrument for our work, and a 
stauncher advocate, as one who has looked at the question on 
every side, and is convinced that there is substantial truth in 
tho cause that he undertakes to plead.” 

July 16th, 1876.—During dinner raps were heard on the 
table and tho message was given: “Sit! Chief orders.” We 
were greatly surprised, as no meetings had been allowed for six 
months, and Mr. S. M. had been writing under control in the 
morning, and nothing had then been written on the subject of 
sitting. We met as usual in our séance room at 9 o'cloch. Soon 
the familiar voico of Imperator grocted us, saying : “Good 
evening, friends.” After offering up a very solemn prayer he 
explained his reasons for meeting us so unexpectedly, without 
having mentioned it in the morning to the medium. He went 
on to say: “ Although we can write through him with ease wo 
cannot so entirely control him under present circumstances, ns 


his mind will run on certain yoxed questions, and tingo tho 
‘ 
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nee nan thought. 
Da ae pae re means of cmamunicating vith you, 
which various circumstances have, for some S R: prev eae 
our doing. Chief of them has heen a special ea ee u i ie 
medinm which has rendered him unfit for contro a ow er has 
n drawn from him by spirits not in a high state of 
Prgrowion, and we have deemed it advisable to interfere as 
i But you must not think that our work is 
for never have more complete mani- 
power been given than at this 
time, and men are beginning to take a view of 
Divine trath which bas never been brought home to 
them singe the days of Josus of Nazareth. At first it was need- 
ful ta remore etter from the modima’'s mind, and convince him 
through physical manifestations. Having proved to him our 
Stapato individuality, wo shall now adopt means of spreading 
the tngph men ate Yearning ty Teocive. For some time past we 
hate been obliged to isolate the mediuni, as the conditions of 
the suiritaal atmusphere have heen so disturbed, and evil in- 
Peenoes have been at work. The medium’s mind has also been 
turned to the existence of a lower form of spirits, those amen- 
able to jnrocation—elementaries, whom we prefer to call 
Bdereloped spirits—and he has rather lost sight of one element, 
Baimely that of fraud, the action of the unpregressed spirits of 
humanity, Spirits that have been incarnated, as well as 
Spirits inferior to man, are at work in the world, and they are 
Cunning, evil, and dangerous. These are now the spirits that 
are dominant : hence it is undesirable to seek for spirit com- 
Manications at present. We speak from knowledge, and we 
Wee upon you our solema warning to beware of the 
aiverssries in the near future. Our interest in the circle 
has been ss great as ever. but we desire you 
Row to dwell on the past, and to wait in patience for the time 


little as p ssitle. 
Rot pr wressing, 
festations of spuritaal 


tS come when the foes that endanger you will be driven back 
and yan ished fur ever, as your world is now passing through 


a creat pisis. and the last conflict will soon be fought. You 
are now living in its very threes, for your race has reached the 
ase in which through dire conĝict the truth will be solved. 
@Roefarth we leare to others the phenomenal manifestations 
© spéricgal power. Our mission is to publish the higher truths 
Thich alone can elevate the human race. We foresee much 
EGextry and opposition and may say in the words of our great 
Mastar, - We have a baptism to be baptised with, and how are 
We sraizhtened until it is accomplished.’ Hence we urge upon 
yoa to help us by your prayers, as through them you can aid 


uas, for as the slender wire conveys the message. so the prayers 


SER? up to the Most High soon bring an answer back, and the | 


Steam of Divine potency aws down upon us and gives us help 


and courage. Only trast God and us. We work for Him and 
Fou The work is the same and the end is the same. Trust 


Him and us.—Farewell” 


A COMMON “COINCIDENCE.” 


W., J. Taylor. one of the porters at the Great Northern, is 
OR the hich road to a belief in anything of a supernatural 


Fa, Two years ago he worked in Florida fora Mr. Arthur 
z 


Gray knew that Taylor had come to Chicago, but Taylor sup- 
Posed thar the other was still in the South. Yesterday Taylor 
wae Rent out tude some errand. He was waiting for a car at 
=e corner of Jackson and Clark when for the first time for 
"n ths the thought of De Gray came to him. He said to him- 
Seif,“ Well, I wonder what made me think of him.” Then 


Suddenly, without any special reason, he concluded to walk up 


Chir “Street, and wait for the car at the corner of Adams. He 
*ertevk a man walking in the same direction as himself, whom 
e Tecoynised us De Gray. They both expressed their surprise, 
he = Gray suid that just as he passed the corner of Jackson 
tad thought of Taylor. They beth believe that some 
Mysterious magnetic or mind current made each feel the 
Presence of the other, and that the superior will of the 
hypacticr, De Gray, made Taylor follow him up the street until 
they met. —“ Daily Inter-Ocean.” 


TO KNOW. 


RATHER consists in opening out a way 
Whence the imprisoned splendour may escape, 
Than in effecting entry fora light 

Supposed to be without.—Panacetsve, 


LIGHT. 
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We have every desire 


THEOSOPHY AND SPIRITUALISM. 
We are deeply indebted to the + 
in) 


Journal for the following. It emphasises the views of," 
expressed or implied in « Licnt”: : Me 


Reli gio-Philosop}i 


In recent numbers of “ Lucifer” Mrs. Besant sive, 
account of the state of the soul after death. She empha 
the evil which results to the souls upon the other side by th 
| experinents of these who on this mundane sphere communie 
| with them. She repeats the statement that the lower par de 
‘individual, the spirit intelligenze which is clothed with p 
body of desire, which possesses more or less vigour or Vitalin, 
is what lingers upon the earth and communicates with “ey, 
that are embodied. The disembodied spirits delight in p; 
| communications ; but she says it is really an injury and unk; 
ness to them, because it prevents their leaving the earth p 
and ascending to higher conditions. It delays the evolutie „ 
the soul. Persons, she says, who have led an evil life, sh 
have lived wholly in the world of the senses, remain for a Teg 
time denizens of what she calls “Kama Loka,” and are gy 
| with yearning for the earth life they have left, and fi y 
animal pleasures which they can no longer, in the absente y 
| the physical body, directly experience. These gather arom i 
| mediuin and a sensitive, endeavouring to utilise them for thas 
| own gratification; and these are among the most danger, 
| of the forces which assail mediums. Another class of disa, 
| bodied entities includes those whose life has been cut she 
prematurely by their own act or by accident. Those vi, 
died a natural death will remain but a few hour, g 
at most a few years, on the earth plane. Those thy 
| death has been violent remain within the sphere of the eant; 
| influence until the time when they would naturally have pass 
| to spirit life. Mrs. Besant says :—‘‘ Were the mediums wi 
| Spiritualists but to know, as I said, that with every new ‘ange 
guide’ they welcome with rapture they entice the latter ins; 
Upadana, which will be productive of untold evils for the ms 
ego that will be re-born under its nefarious shadow ; and th: 
with every séance, especially for materialisation, they mulii 
the causes of misery, causes that will make the unfortunate ez 
fail in his spiritual birth, or be re-born into a far worse erix- 
ence than ever—they would, perhaps, be less lavish in ther 
hospitality. Premature death brought on by vicious cousa 
by over-study, or by voluntary sacrifice for some great caas. 
will bring about delay in Kama Loka ; but the state of the ï+ 
embodied entity will depend on the motive that cut shor t: 
life.” 
We would like to ask Mrs. Besant in regard to her sous 
of information on this subject. How has she learned what $ 
states respecting the character and position of spirits who èz- 
| municate with mortals ? 
| such information as she gives from the spirits themselves. Te 
| concurrent testimony of the spirits is that they represent © 
the various degrees of intelligence and moral developmes 
which are represented in this life ; and their communications 


| instead of indicating that they are miserable creatures who & 


suffering the results of their evil lives, or of sudden and islet 
| death, show that they are persons, many of them of the highs 


moral standing and aspirations, and all of them represents 
about the same diversity of ability, views, &c., that are mst 
Now, what sources of information are sp 


| fested in this life. 
to Mrs. Besant, which are inaccessible to Spiritualists general. 


| have for years been in communication with them? Wear 


| disposed to treat Mrs. Besant on this subject, as on ere 
other, with respect, for we recognise her honesty as well * 
her ability ; but we certainly have a right to call upon har 
| for some evidence of statements for which she gives »* 


the slightest proof, which seem to be, indeed, mer $ 


| . . . . . Saah . L 
priori speculations, neither verified aor admitting of verificat™ 
by any method known to science or within the experience * 


men. If what she states is the teachings of mahatmas, will 2% 


the inshatmas only give the world evidence of the truth of w)" 
they have asserted in regard to the condition of life after dest! 
At a time when Spiritualists are trying to sift the wheat ind 
| the chaf in Spiritualism, to verify phenomena, and to put the! 
claim upou an impregnable basis, repudiating whatever * 
fraudulent and discrediting whatever is unsustained, it is strut 


that the representatives of Theosophy should come forward s 
make the most startling representations in regard to spirits, 


not attempt to support these statements by one experiment “ 


ONNEEN 


She evidently has not received sot 


irom which she learns what is contrary to the general testimess 
| of communicating spirits, and the general belief of those ¥ 
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a ae ae a a 
argument, or even relate what appeals to the reasoning and in- | 
yestigating minds of men, We call upon Theoxophists to prove 
what they assort. If they do not, their speculations will ne 
more be entitled to consideration than are the speculations of 
mediaval theology, which the world is so rapidly outgrowing, 


ed 


“ BORDERLAND.” 


We got the following further information respecting 
Mr, Stead’s new venture from the current number of the 
u Review of Reviews ” ;—- 


In“ Borderland ” we shall take nothing for granted. Whether 

onune side or on the other, our experience of the immeasurable 
sastnees of the Universe, even of material things, and of the 
constant dogmatisin and pharisaic intolerance of men of science 
when beo to face with a new truth, compels us to refuse to 
mle wat 38 manifestly incredible even the most incredible state- 
moots Which are vouched for by trustworthy witnesses. All 
that we say is that the more incredible a phenomenon appears 
tobe, the more exacting must we be that the facts shall be so 
sell evidenced that no one can have any reason for doubting 
the record. The standpoint from which we investigate all 
phenomena is exprossed by the familiar and very hackneyed 
yavtation, ‘There are more things in heaven and carth, 
Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy.” We recognise 
that we sre onthe borderland, and that in front of us stretches 
a vast expanse which is to the phenomena we have already 
chronicled as the Atlantic Ocean is to the pools left on the 
shore by the receding tide. What we want to do is to push 
forward a little the outposts which mankind has been able to 
thrust into the great and illimitable expause of the invisible 
world. 

Working hypotheses are essential, and so long as they are 
not converted into cast-iron dogmas they are as useful as they 
are essential. Ifa working hypothesis is recognised as only a 
Working hypothesis, which can only be accepted so far as it 
squares with facts which are real facts, it is a great help towards 
the discovery of truth. So far as we have gone at present, the 
theory of unembodied intelligences, invisible to mortal eyes, 
but capable of itapressing the mind and sometimes of communi- 
eating through the senses, seems to supply the only hypothesis 
which will account for known facts, the reality of which cannot 
seriously be disputed by anyone who will bestow any attention 
oa the subject. But while asserting this without hesitation, it 
must nut be forgetten that in the carly days of the world’s 
hiswwry, when mankind had but imperfectly studied the laws of 
nature, it was the invariable practice to fall back upon spiritual 
agencies to account fur phenomena, the natural, not to say 
material, origin of which is now universally recognised. The 
golden rule in all such investigations is never to fall back upon 
the hypothesis of a spirit until you have exhausted cvery 
possible explanation that is based upon what we ordinarily call 
taturallaws. But when you have exhausted every natural law, 
and you are still face to face with facts which can only be ex- 
pained on the supposition that we are in the presence of in- 
visible intelligences, it seems to be a miserable kind of inverted 
superstition that would refuse to admit the possibility of such 
intelligences as at least a provisional working hypothesis. 

The natural longing of the human mind and the craving of 
the human heart to discover proofs of the permanence of indi- 
vidual existence after death is so strong that we need to be on 
oar guard against hastily leaping to the conclusions that seem 
to oonfirm a cherished desire of our race. The wish is so often 
father to the thought that it is necessary to scrutinise more 
closely the evidence that seems to tell in favour of a conclusion 
that we desire than the facts and arguments which point in the 
opposite direction. Our natural instinct is quick to discern 
zaps in the chain of reasoning that leads to a conclusion which 
we dislike, while sympathy and strong desire combine in favour 
of the demonstration of our favourite doctrine. This and much 
more of the same kind of reflection must be burne sedulously in 
mind if we have to introduce the scientific spirit into the study 


vi ocult subjects, and especially into the consideration of the | 


cst absorbing question which can command the attention of 
mankind, “If a man die, shall he live again 7” 


Taz Hotipay Season.—We have received a new edition of 
“Walks in the Ardennes,” by Percy Lindley. To those wishing 
for a cheap and pleasant holiday this guide-book will be very 
useful, Published at 20, Fleet-street, E.C. 


LIGHT. 


but without the usual badge of royal dignity, said the proph: 
rule of the Caesars being as yet unknown. Thrasyllus ix alao 
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Of the divine Augustus, the historian Suetonius relates the 


following :—“ In his retirement at Apollonia, he went with his 
friend Agrippa to visit Theagenes, the astrologer, in hia gallery 
on the roof. Agrippa, who first consulted the fates, having 
great, almost incredible, fortunes predicted of him, Augustus 
did not choose to make known his nativity, and persisted for 
some time in tbe refusal, from a mixture of shame and fear, 
Jest his fortunes should be predicted inferior to those of AxTippa. 


Being persuaded, however, after much importunity to 


declare it, Theogencs started up from his seat and paid him 
adoration, 
the greatness of his destiny that he published his horos, 
and struck a silver coin, bearing upon it the sign of Capricornus 
under the intluence of which he was born.” 
Seribonius, the astrologer, predicted great things of him when 


Not long afterwards, Augustus was so confident of 


Besides Theoyenes, 


he was a mere child. “ He will come in tine to be even a king, 


mentioned by Suetonius, who says of him: * He (Tiberisa) then 
likewise had a remarkable proof of the skill of Thrasyllus, the 


astrologer, Whom for his proficiency in philosophica! researches 


he had taken into his family.” Perhaps it waa that ‘two of a 
trade never agree,” as the English proverb says, or that he was 
so disgusted with the qualifications of the every-day run of 
astrologers at Rome; at all events Suetonius tells us: ** He 
(Tiberius) also expelled the astrologers ; but upon their asking 
for pardon, and promising to renounce their profession, he 
revoked his decree.” In spite of his proficiency in astrology and 


other philosophies, Tiberius was nicknamed by his Roman 


subjects, ‘ Biberius Caldius Mero,” on aceount of his drinking 


habits, his real title being, of course, Tiberius Claudius 
Nero ; and, again, ‘‘Caprineus,” partly from his residence at 
Capri, and partly from his propensities which resembled 
those of a he-goat; though, perhaps, he too, like the divine 
Augustus, may have been born under the sign, Capricorn; 
which, perhaps, was a more fortunate sign, two thousand years 
ago, than it is now. There is one more prediction of Tiberius 
related by Tacitus, which we may quote: “ At the seme time, 
embracing the younger of his grandsons, net without many 
tears, while the countenance of Caligula assumed a stern and 
angry aspect, he said to him, ‘Thou shalt slay him, and 
another shall slzy thee.’” The grandsun referred to here was 
the son of Drusus (who had been cut off by Sejanus) and was 
afterwards put to death by Caligula, who himself died by the 
assassin’s dagger.—‘‘ The Theosophist.” 


“WHY SHOULD WE WEEP FOR THOSE WHO DIE?” * 
by Atrerp TENSYON. 


Why should we weep for those who dic ! 
They fall—their dust returns to dust; 
Their souls shall live eternally 
Within the mansions of the just. 


They die to liwe—they sink to rise, 

They leave this wretched imortal shore ; 
But brighter suns and Liver skies 

Shall smile on them for evermore. 


Why should we sorrow for the dead / 
Our life on earth is but a span ; 

They tread the path that all must tread, 
They die the conmon death of man. 


The noblest songster of the dale 

Must cease when Winter's frowns appear ; 
The reddest rose is wan and pale 

When Autumn tints the changing year. 


The fairest Hower on earth must fade, 
The brightest hopes on earth must die; 
Why should we mourn that man was made 
To droop on earth, but dwell on high ? 


The soul, th’ eternal soul, must reign 
In worlds devoid of pain and strife ; 

Then why should mortal inan complain 
Of death, which leads to happier life ? 


| Harr the noblest passages in poetry are founded on truisms, 
| but these truisms are the great truths of humanity; and he is 
| the real poet who draws them from their fountains in elemental 

purity, and gives us to drink, 


I * From “Poeme by Two Brothers.” (Macmillan) 
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OFFICE OP “LIGHT,” | outgrowth ' vai & 
9, DUNK SREST. si i te Lof man s physical necessities. It is hi 
ABELEMI, LONDON, WO, | Struggle with his material envi i i8 guig : 
a _—— | ie that of reasoning. ronment. Its highes ; iy, 
NOTICE O SUBSCRIBERS The subjective mind tak : 
i Res cognisance of its environ da 


The Anaua Siheoripticn Ar ` biawet.” post few te any hires £ tas tod. po moans independent of t) ; 
Ww physical senses. It Perceiy, the 


ankus, Aeaaeai to wit ody m aineas . tet . 
Ceaqews amt etal Onters arsahl be muh payable to Mr R D. Goudfrvy, and | tuition, Tt is the seat of the emotions, and th 3 by b 
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aahh tr esede diy be cruel °° HON 7 À 

AL unen hae agare senl dor actvergtwaments, and all anlttancas, should be memory. Ue performs its highest functions whe 
wdhtiwweest m Thy Manacor amt af ty (bw Rditer, | Senses are in abeyance, In Ewon ta ikt i Aa ohi 4 
| i i WE NEEL ey Ri 


NOTICE TO THE PORLIC. makes itself mani 
= pisart may ades bo oOuaiineal Aois B W, Arasy, d, Ave Maria Lano, London, | p i b nanifest in a 
Ei al Dorksaiios. TEREA unambulism. 
VDOVERTISE MENT C iES. ay = 
Flee lises ami uie Sa (nee imd, as Odama dia Page, AA A raduoeton | This latter is in fact the “soul.” The forin 
wands tue a ssrin of tarertbuna oo proper “mind,” the reasoning faculty. Further to dis, is th 
D P . ti 


Avie a tag 
between these, it is propounded that— 


hypnotie subj : 
) ubject when he is j 
ty Whig 
a 


qn. 1. The objeetiy i . 
Might : condition, i isi mind, or, let us say, man in his 
a 7 ee ay , not controllable against reason, positive kr Mey 
EDITED BY “M.A. Lose. ms bé: í nev vf his sonses, by the suggestions of ano A, 
SEPURDAY, SULY tst, IS | aa mind, or iman in the hypnotic © 
italia | ‘ y and constantly ower of $a | 
TO CONT RISCTORS —Commaniontions intended to be printed tion. Fatmeasble to the sida A, | 
shashi de wddrossod fe the Mitar, 2, Duke-street, Adelphi, de n 
well md favilitete the imsertion of suitadle articles if they | And in the general tern * suggestion “Mr H | 
> Hy 


See TT Set eae e iy |inelues the principle known a 
destined sa seesenel' af ani af Apa, tough in, pep ipen | Moreover, of these two minds it is asserted tha £ 
TALEE etry, amid Pe senne te the srece | the objective mind is capable of reasoning by all aè [Eb 
Ruswnens communccations should in all cases de addressed to | —inductive and deductive, analytic and synthetic” th, 
= R D Gedyrey, 2, Duke-street, ddeiphi, W.C, and not to | jective mind is“ incapable of inductive reasoning,” The 
sae | Rotor | is then given an account of a young man who, bein, 
THE LAW OF PSYCHIC PHENOMENA* | into the hypnotic state, and having been told that Syy, 
oe | Was present, at once proceeded to argue as though Sen. f; 
1. really was there. The same young man, being told the: P 
A grat deal may be done by a Working Hypothesis, | PIS Was present (the piz being the re-meamation. og | 
Tt is mot of very much consequence what that hypothesis is nies pO), diso argued with the pig, the said pig gii, I 
as bag as it has a semblance of justification; grant but | °P : aries gegen sana the Oe Oeil 
bat semblance, and the semblance will be taken for the @eamstion and of Hindoo philosophy in general.” An ge E 
which Mr. Hudson appears to think shows thar 4 
“subjective” mind is devoid of the power of * indzeti;.- 


reality, amd the justitication of the hypothesis is only 

a work of time, and that but a short time. To square facts 4 : > 

with the Aypechesis is quite as easy as to make the hypo- | PSSoning. Possibly, but this is on the supposition thar ù 
thescs dt the dea How readily this may be done is seen | hypnotic state is a state of the “ subjective ” mind, whic ; 

; ` must be remembered isa gratuitous assumption on the pan f 

of Mr. Hudson. g 


whenever a serious eima is perpetrated. The pilice soon 
perpe p 
And in this connection it is curious to note how calek 


hare their hypothesis ready, and the fsets are so beautifully 
worked rviad to tit the hypothesis that the criminal as è ? å : 
eea as not escapes Mr. Hudson, at the outset, places the author carries on this assumption. He propounds e 
himself in the position of the detective who starts with a idea of the “ subjective mind and talks about that misi 
hypethesis and has to tit his facts to suit that hypothesis | 4S if it were a real thing, while, after all, it is only W 
Mr. Hudson sarts with a supposition, and that sup- Hudson's way of looking = ran phenomena. Ins 
peniting ounsists of two propositions : First, that “ man has indeed, the method of ordinary life, in which A asim 
that B is a liar, and shapes all his dealings with an 
conversation about B on that assumption, and forgets alter 
a while that it is an assumption, and only an assumptis 
To go on and to describe the perfect memory of è 
“subjective mind” is an easy task. Having got we 
| “subjective ” mind, not much trouble is needed for att Py 
buting to it any and every property that comes normali © ft 
| even abnormally, within the scope of the proposition mgt 
ing that subjective mind which has been given above. 4 ' 


Fa 


two mimds *, cand, that ane of them, the subjective mind, 


a | 


“is comstantly amenalde to control by suggestion.” There is 
a thini or subsidiary proposition, that “the subjective mind 
is imeapable of inductive reasoning ” That there has been 


SOT ON 


x 


a general consensus of belief as to the existence of these 
two minds, Mr. Hudson asserts, is proved by the “ trinity ” 
ilea of existence cwmman to all philosophies and religions. 
= Plato's ides of terrestrial man was that he is a trinity of 
soul, ssul-bady, axd earth-lexly. The mystic jargon vf the |S ae a 
Hermetic phil eph ers dìiscluses the same general idea. reference to that proposition will show how wide and B° 


The ‘sult. salpiur, and mercury’ of the ancient alchemists | ching it is Yet we cannot ignore the fact that to 5° 
doubtiess refers to man as being composed of a trinity of | a whole series of phenomena a generic name is not the # 


` ais A ` Leh T E ‘ 7 k te 
elements. The eariy Christian Fathers confidently pro- thing as showing that the phenomena themselves aw © 


oo ae . f BE. zd 
claimed the same doctrine, as is shuwn iu the writings 


proper outcome of the principle invelved in the meaning . 
As ` K æ TORTY 4 y ars ys . whi 
ef Clement, Origen, Tatian, and other early exponents of | that generic name. And that is the confusion into ¥4 
Christian doctrine.” 


Mr. Hudson seems to have got. 
That there was this general opinion as to the existence = 
of a duality is doubtless trae, but whether or not Mr. 
Hudson's interpretation of that belief is the right one | reasonably believe in Ghosts | Miss Green will opu 15 
Ms ` raw r Eni ; . - : l USCuUSSIOn. 
is quite another matter, Instead of assuming a sonl and | 


Pronger Crve.—July eth. Subject of debate: “Caz W 


si À ree we E EEE TEE 
a spiris Mr. Hudson hypothecates two kinds of mind Ey esy world is built up seoonting to a certain onton a 
ic} t the “ subjective ” gies aga § * | this onler was eternally in God, the First Cause, and known © 
which he terms tae “ subjective” and the “objective.” Of . s ? "E A ia g 
} } y 2 : Him and intendad by Him ; and as this omer inclades 
* <aVvs i-- : y > ` y 
ee i appropriate order for all creatures, therefore Ged has in RW 
The objective mind takes coguisance of the objective world, | Hof only the type of the worhl as a whole, but also the type = 
Ir isthe every creature in it. There must be in God as many types * 
ee; S an - them are planes of exi în emari y srefore tan > 
* © Tre Law of Psychic Phenomone: a working Hypothesis for the | ee a mi Sees ab ane ae ) 
one type for the mses, ong for the violets types for men, Anges 


Svstematic Study of Hypaotisn, Spiritism, ke. By Tuomsox Jay | i 
cosas. (London: G. P. Putnam's Sons.) | and for evorything.—Masraa Ecxmaar (from ‘ Lucifer") 


Ies malia of observation are the tive physical senses, 
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THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE. 


The above is the “motif” of an alchemists book which 
has been translated into English from the German by Mr, 
A. EWaite. The full title of the book vecupies much space 
inits various types, but that given on the publisher's page is 
vA Golden and Blessed Casket of Nature's Marvels, by 
Benedictus Figulus.”* The book was published at St ras- 
burg in 1606, and its interest is principally because in it 
an initiate, one Alexander von Suchten, M.D., explains the 
writings of Figulus, who does not seem to have been an 
initiate himself. Of the book Mr. Waite says :—* Taken 
altogether, there is much in this little volume which will 
be rightly regarded as of moment during the present 
wiad interest in Hermetic Wisdom.” Tn this connection 
Mr, Waite calls attention to the following, from p. 17 :— 


Now, there are two bodies in man, one formed from the 
dements and the other from the stars. Through death 
the elementary body, with its spirit, is brought to the grave, 
snd the ethereal body and spirit are consumed in their firma- 
ment, But the spirit of the Image goes to Him in whose image 
itis, Thus each one dies in that of which he is, and is buried in 
the ame. Thus, also, does death divide from each other the 
thre spirits of man. Therefore, the wise man is he who lives 
ia the wisdom given him by God : lives in the image of the Lord, 
the same ruling over his planetary and elementary body. 

The following extract will show, to some extent, the way 
in which the alchemists wrap up their mystic meaning. 
The writer is speaking of the One Thing which will enable 
people to prolong their lives. This One Thing is said to be— 


Neither hot and dry like fire, nor cold and moist like water, 
zor warm and moist like air, nor dry and cold like earth. But 
itis a skilful, perfect equation of all the elements, a right com- 
mingling of natural forces, a most particular union of spiritual 
virtues, an indissoluble uniting of body and soul. It is the 
purest and noblest substance of an indestructible body, which 
cannot be destroyed nor harmed by the elements, and is pro- 
duced by Art. This spiritual Essence, or One Thing, was 
revealed from above to Adam, and was greatly desired by the 
Holy Fathers ; this also Hermes and Aristotle call the Truth 
without Lies, the most sure of all things certain, the Secret of 
sll Secrets. It is the Last and the Highest Thing to be sought 
under the Heavens, a wondrous closing and finish of philo- 
sphical work, by which are discovered the dews of Heaven and 
the fastnesses of Earth. What the mouth of man cannot utter 
iall found in this spirit. . . This is the Spirit of Truth, 
which the world cannot comprehend without the interposition 
e the Holy Ghost, or without the instruction of those who 
know it. The same is of a mysterious nature, wondrous strength, 
boundless power. The saints from the beginning of the world 
lave desired to behold its face. By Avicenna this Spirit is 
samed the Soul of the World. For, as the Soul moves all the 
limbs of the Body, so also does this Spirit move all bodies. And 
zs the Soul is in all the limits of the Body, sə also is this Spirit 
in all elementary created things. It is sought by many and 
found by few. It is beheld from afar and found near ; for it 
ttists in every thing, in every place, and at all times. It has 
the powers of all creatures ; its action is found in all elements, 
aad the qualities of all things are therein, even in the highest 
perfection. 

It is dificult not to feel that underneath all this some- 
thing more is intended than what is usually understood as 
the meaning of the alchemist’s work. Also, ina chapter 
which consists of a dialogue between two people called re- 
sectively Alexander and Bernhardus, the dialogue being 
mostly concerning the medicine of Paracelsus, we tind this : 
Bernhardus is speaking to his pupil Alexander :— 


Hence I would beg every reasonable man not to attempt to 
dseorer the mysteries of Medicine with such vain and 
mechanical work, but to reflect on the names of the mysteries, 
what Oil of Mercury, Juice of Coral, Resin of Gold, really mean, 
for they must not be taken literally. 

Alexander von Suchten says distinctly in the Book of 
the Three Faculties—Thealogy, Astronomy, and Medicine 

* “A Golden and Blessed Casket of Nature's Marvels.” By 


Beceoterca_ Ficus. 
amber, Falcon-court, Fieet-street, E.C.) 


(London: James Elliott and Co., Temple | 
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—that those who would be professors in these faculties 
“should learn Magic before going to Bologna or Paris : 
that is, the Art of finding the Lord in his Creatures.” 
The book altogether is very instructive, though its esoteric 
meanings may seem rather hard to grasp. Mr. Waite has 
done his work well, and the publication is opportune. 


It is a very striking sign of this period of change that 
men are beginning very much to feel that there are latent 
within themselves powers which may be developed, but 
which the teachings of a materialistic theology and its 
necessary result, the glorification of materialistic success, 
have hitherto taught them to ignore. In various ways 
this idea presents itself ; but wherever it is found, the same 
end is seen to be in view, namely, that of a new and 
regenerated life, not the paltry regeneration of the paid 
religionist, who has mistaken the teaching of the Christ he 
professes to adore, but that real regeneration which must 
lead toa higher and more perfect existence, the obtaining of 
a true and worthy salvation. The “ Arena” for June con- 
tains a criticism of certain books by Dr. J. H. Dewey, 
notably of that called “The Pathway of the Spirit.”* 
The remarks of the critic are so apposite that we are glad 
to reproduce them here. Of course this does not mean 
absolute agreement with Dr. Dewey's theories. As to the 
struggle he speaks of, there we are at one with him, though 
we might probably disagree with him as to its origin :— 


Highly advanced students of to-day know that man, the 
highest expression of God’s thought, and all the various natural 
phenomena of the universe, are subject to omnipresent, omni- 
potent, and undeviating law, hence the perfect cosmos, and also 
the inborn desire of man for harmony. The material world and 
all the lower forms of organic life are swayed by laws less high 
than those to which the human being is amenable. Since man 
has been evolved from that which is beneath him, and since, as 
Dr. Dewey quotes, his “spirit sleeps in the mineral, breathes 
in the vegetable, dreams in the animal, and comes to conscious- 
ness in man,” he has still within his organism earthly tendencies 
to be eliminated ere he can attain the exalted stature yet to be 
achieved. 

Through æons of ceaseless struggle, oft bathed in blood and 
tears, man has mastered and survived past natural environment 
until the height is scaled where the sunlight of understanding 
floods brain and heart, and he stands revealed, a soul hungering 
for peace and cognisant at last that this little earth is not his 
tinal goal. As the soul now pauses in this upward journey of 
unfoldment, he sees he has reached a milestone that marks for 
him a critical turning point. Far up through the vista of 
futurity is visible the pathway of the spirit, and the inner voice 
urges him to mount higher, ever higher. This call is to many a 
mournful and unheeded strain, but to others a clarion ring, 
echoing with promises of deeper and fuller joy. 

To the latier spirits these books will strongly appeal. The 
author demonstrates that the spiritual pathway can only be 
ascended with a competent guide, and that guide must be each 
individual’s own growing spirit. To ascertain the powers of this 
leader, pride must be set aside, and the searchlight of truth 
flashed full upon the interior self, and, when thus laid 
bare, dissected, and earnestly studied through a purely 
analytical process. Man must learn to know himself and the 
potency and potentiality of his endowed, inherent, transcendent 
attributes, which pursuit Socrates attirms to be the end of wis- 
dom. It is a recognised fact to the deepest thinkers that man as 
a soul is of double nature—that within him are dual, combative, 
contending material and spiritual forces. Like the nebule 
whirling through space in travail, that new worlds may be born, 
so now at this period of evolution the battle fiercely rages 
between the etherealised and earthly energies in man, between 
the two minds of his double self, that he may be bern ance. 
The mighty centrifugal force of vur mortal, material mind 
would compel our worship of this dream-world of effect, which 
like a bubble is doomed to vanish in air, concentrating every 
effort to draw us away from the true centre. 


“The Pathway of the Spirit.” By J. H. Dewey, M.D. New York: 
Frank F. Lovell and Co. £ 7 iat " 
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THE BREATH CURE, 
of Reviews" givens the following resumé 


i Re iew ’ è 
Drayson article on the Breath Cure: 


rhe seneral 
res whieh have emergel inte public notico frou 
the simplest and the most eny is that which 
al Draynon dwsertbes in tho t Nineteenth Con 
„oals it the art of breathing, and he somos to havo 
“hy mere uA cident when he was cliubing a very high 
The rarefaction of Che air at that altitudo rendorod 
for him to breathe twieo as fast as he would have 
pet level, Al inconvenience emised by the rare 
ar diwappewrod when ho doubled: tho rato of his 
tottecting upon this, he stumbled upon tho great 
W pich phould inmortalise him if there is anytbing in 
yer hing in the ordinary way he pumps fourteen pints of 
ib er tunga per minute, contatnitig threo pints of oxygen, 
a h he can suteiently oxygenate his blood, But on 
“ -000 feet, the pumping of fourteen pints of air inte 
minute would only take in a pint and a half of 
pa a ct dows half the work of three pints, and as it 
ee three pints to oxygenate the blood ho became almost 
His heart palpttated and he was in danger of his 
tby suddenly doubling the rate at which ho had been 
he, be . ho found instant relief. He has tried it under a great 
peret ahane: Whenever he was m n vitiated atmos- 
ad be able to get rit of tas hoaduehe and incipient 
ypitation of tho heart by taking long breat hx twice ns rapidly 
aii would on ordinary occasions. He maintains that in a 
epost MANY CASES paein, sleeplessness, headache, and many 
gery = . . 
aher ills which fesh ts heir to could be almost instantly be 
relieved by this simple process. Moderate exercise in the open 


gr, upon which all ductors insist, he asserts is quite unneces- 
ay : all that you need to do is to breathe as rapidly as if you 


were taking moderate exercise :— 
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What does moderate exercise do? It increases the rate of 
breathing, aud hence gives a larger supply of oxygen to the 
bowl than is given when a person is sitting still, But why 
take the walk to increase the rate of breathing? By the action 
of the will the rate of breathing can be increased up to fifty 
breaths a minute whilst roposing in an arm chair; and [can 
suite that I have driven away headache, toothache, and other 
aches by breathing rapidly during several minutes, 

Another effect I have experienced from rapid breathing is 
the cure of restlessness and sleeplessness, from which those who 
am the brain much not infrequently sufler. In order to avoid 
breathing secondhand air, it is advisable to get out of bed and 
walk about the room, breathing very quickly during one or two 
minutas, 

During the summer of 1877 I was in Central India ; during 
the winter of IS7R Twas in Nova Scotia, where the tempora- 
tare is frequently below zero. In spite of the hard work, I 
an claim a record which is at least unusual —-viz., that during 
sywards of thirty years I have not beon sulticiontly ill to take 
s breakfast in bed, and,except for a severe cut on my shin, have 
daring thirty years never been on the sick list, Colds, coughs, 
fore throuts, and other ailments, from which | used to suffer as 
‘young man, Tam now free from. 


This astonishing immunity from ill-health he attributes 
Almost entirely to the effects of breathing quickly. Breathe 
Paty alr, sleep and live as far as possible inan atmosphere which 
Mans the proper amount of oxygen, and whenever the 
Swoxphere is vitiated, breathe quickly so as to maintain the 
Rormal supply of oxygen. There is a great deal of common 
Sse in this, and the next time my readers have got a headache, 
a toothache, or a sleepless attack, lot them take long breaths 
i wd many of them, and seo what will be the result. 
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s ORDERLY LOVE. 

& 

ay Set love in order, thou that lovest Me ; 


g Never was Virtue out of ordor found, 

And though 1 GU thy heart desirously 

f By thine own virtue, I must keep my ground ; 
“ When to My Love thou dost bring charity, 


a Even she must come with order girt and gowned. 
if All earthly things L had the making of 
a Were numbered and were measured then by Me ; 


Aud each was ordered to its ond by Lovo, 


‘i Fach kept, through order, clean for ministry. 
W Charity most of all whon known onough 

a ls of her very naturo orderly, 

LA —Saint FRANCIS OF Assist. 


(Translated by D. G. Rossetti.) 
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THE TWO SELFS. 

The following extinctis from a reprint of an article by 
the date I. P. Blavatsky, whieh appeared in “ Lucifer ” 
for June, T890, may be found interesting, as they present 
very clearly the notion of that Higher Self which, with Ie- 
incarnation, forms the very basis of the Theosophie system, 
Mspooially in what js sail of interest when we remember 
the new doetrine of Physiological life that the cells of the 
human body have oach a separate existence, their aggregate 
waking np the bonnan frame: - 

t No pood ground exists for speaking of any special organ, 
or soat of memory,” writes Professor J.T. Ladd., “Every 
eran indeed, overy area, and overy limit of the nervous 
systom has its own memory.” 

The seat of memory, then, js assuredly neither here nor 
there, but everywhere throughout the human body. To locate 
its organ in thoe brain is to limit and dwarf the Universs! Mind 
and its countless Kays (the Manase putra) which inform every 
rational mortal. As we write for Theosophists, first of all, wa 
earo little for the psychophobian prejudices of the Materialists 
who may read this nnd sniff contemptuous at the mention of 
“Universal Mind,” and the Higher noëtic souls of men. But 
what is memory ? wo ask. “Both presentation of sense and 
imago of memory are transitory phases of consciousness,” we 
are answered, But what ia Consciousness itself /--we ask again. 
“Weeannol define Consciousness,” Professor Ladd tells us. Thus 
that which we are asked to do by physiological psychology is to 
content ourselves with controverting the various states of Con- 
sciousness by other people's private and unverifiable hypotheses ; 
and this, on ‘questions of cerebral physiology where experts and 
novices are alike ignorant,” to use the pointed remark of the 
said author. Hypothesis for hypothesis, then, we may as well 
hold to the teachings of our Scers as to the conjectures of those 
who deny both such Scers and their wisdom. The more so, as 
we are told by the same honest man of science that “if meta- 
physics and ethics cannot properly dictate their facts and con- 
clusions to the science of physiological psychology . . . 
in turn this science cannot properly dictate to metaphysics and 
ethics the conclusions which they shall draw from facts of Con- 
sciousness, by giving out its myths and fables in the garb of 
well ascertained history of the cerebral processes.” 

Now, since the metaphysics of Occult physiology and 
psychology postulate within mortal man an immortal entity, 
‘divine Mind,” or Nous, whose pale and too often distorted 
reflection is that which we call ‘* Mind” and intellect in men— 
virtually an entity apart from the former during the period of 
every incarnation—-we say that the two sources of ‘ memory ” 
are in these two “ principles.” These two we distinguish as 
the Higher Manas (Mind or Ego), and the AKeanu-Manas, i.e., 
the rational, but earthly or physical intellect of man, incased in, 
and bound by, matter, therefore subject to the influence of the 
latter : the all-conscious Serr, that which reincarnates periodi- 
cally—verilythe Worp made tlesh !—and whichis alwaysthesame, 
while its reflected “ Double,” changing with every new incarna- 
tion and personality, is, therefore, conscious but for a Tife-period. 
The latter “principle” is the Lower Self, or that which, mani- 
festing through our organic system, acting on this plane of 
illusion, imagines itself the go Sum, and thus falls into what 
Buddhist philosophy brands as the * heresy of separateness.” 
The former we torm Inpivipvatiry, the latter Personality. 
From the first proceeds all the nodlic clement, from the second, 
the psychic, ie.,** torrestrial wisdom ” at best, as it is influenced 
by all the chaotic stimuli of tho human or rather animal 
pessions of the living body. 

Tho ‘ Higher Eao ” cannot act directly on the body, as its 
consciousness belongs to quite another plane and planes of 
ideation : tho ‘ lower" Self does : and its action and behaviour 
depend on its freewill and choice as to whether it will gravitate 
more towards its parent (‘tthe Father in Heaven ”) or the 
“animal” which it informs, the man of flesh, Tho “ Higher 
Ego,” as part of the essence of tho UNtvERsaL Minn, is uncon- 
ditionally omniscient on its own plane, and only potentially so 
in our terrestrial sphere, as it has to act solely through its alter 
eqa—thoe Personal Self. Now, although the former is tho 
vehiclo of all knowledge of the past, the present, and the 
future, and although it is from this fountain head that its 
“doublo” catches occasional glimpses of that which is beyond 
the senses of man, and transmits them to curtain brain cells 
(unknown to science in thoir functions), thus making of mana Seer, 


a soothsayer, and a prophet ; yet the memory of bygone events 
se eciaity of the earth earthy —has its seat in the Personal 
Tee “ Xo memory of 8 parely daily-life function, of a 
Ee oes eal or ol a lower mental nature—such as, e.g., 
physical, tas wry enjoying personal sensual pleasures, trans- 
paag a. a to the detriment of one’s neighbour, &e., has | 
ating SS ei the © Higher ` Mind or Ego. Nor has it any 


Pa 2 dealings on this physics) plane with either our brain or 
oa art for these two are the organs of a power higher than | 
our heart —f- i 


the Personaiity—but only with our passional organs, such as 
the liver, the stomach, the spleen, Ke. Thus it only stands to | 
reason that the memory of such-hke events must be first 
awakened in that organ which was the frst to induce the action | 
remembered afterwards and conveyed it to our “sense-thought, | 
which is entirely distinct from the * supersensuons thought. It 
ix only the higher forms of the latter, the supercurscious mental | 
DIRINA thar ean correlate with the cerebral and cardiac 
eentres. The memories of physical and selfish (or personal) 
deeds, on the other hand, together with the mental experiences 
of a terrestrial nature, and of earthly biological functions, can, 
of necessity. only be correlated with the moiecular constitution 
of various Kumi organs, and the “dynamical associations ” of 
the elements of the nervous system in each particular organ. | 

Therefore. when Professor Ladd, after showing that every | 
element of the nervous system has a memory of its own, adds : | 
This view belongs to the very essence of every theory which | 
considers conscious mental reproduction as only one forin or | 
phase of the biological fact of organic memory °—he must | 
include among such theories the Occult teaching. For no | 
Oceultist could express such teaching more correctly than the 
Professor. who says, in winding up his argument : ‘* We might 
properly speak, then, of the memory of the end-organ of vision 
or of hearing. of the memory of the spinal cord and of the differ- 
ent so-called ‘centres’ of retlex action belonging to the cords of 
the memory of the medulla oblongata, the cerebellum, &c.” 
This is the essence of Occult teaching—even in the Tantra | 
works. Indeed, every organ in our body has its own memory. 
For if ic is endowed with a consciousness ‘‘of its own kind,” 
every celi must of necessity have also a memory of its own kind, 
as likewise its own psychic and noétic action. Responding to 
the toach of both a physical and a metaphysical Force, the 
impulse given by the psy-hic (or psycho-molecular) Force will 
ace from without within; while that of the notice (shall we call 
it Sciritualdynamical 7?) Force works from within without. 
For. as our body is the exvering of the inner ‘* principles,” soul, 
mind. life, &e., so the molecule or the cell is the body in which 
dwells its “principles,” the (to our senses and comprehension) 
immaterial atoms which compose that cell. The cell's activity 
and behaviour are determined by its being propelled either 
inwanlly or outwardly, by the noetic or the psychic Force, the 
former having no relation to the physical cells proper. There- 
fore, while the latter act under the unavoidable law of 
the conservation and correlation of physical energy, the atoms 
—being psycho-spiritual, not phys'cal nwits—act under laws of 
their pwn, just as Professor Ladd's ‘* Unit-Being,"’ which is our 
“ Mind-Ego,” does, in his very philosophical and scientific 
hypothesis. Every human organ and each cell in the latter has 
a key-beard of its own, like that of a piano, only that it registers 
and emits sensations instead of sounds. Every key contains 

the potentiality of good or bad, of producing harmony or dis- 
harmony. This depends on the impulse given and the com- 
binations produced ; on the force of the touch of the artist at 
work, a ‘* double-faced Unity,” indeed. And it is the action of 
this or the other “Face” of the Unity that determines the 
nature and the dynamical character of the manifested phenomena 
as a resulting action, and this whether they be physical or men- 
tal. For the whole life of man is guided by this double-faced 
Entity. Tf the impulse comes from the ‘* Wisdom above,” 
the Force applied being noètic or spiritual, the results will be 
actions worthy of the divine propeller: if from the ‘terrestrial, 
devilish wisdom ” (psychic power), man's activities will be sel- 
fish, based solely on the exigencies of his physical, hence animal, 
nature, The above may sound to the average reader as pure 
nonsense ; but every Theosophist must understand when told 
that there are Manasic as well as Kamie organs in hiin, although 
the cells of his body answer to both physical and spiritual 
impulses. 

Verily that body, so dezecrated by Materialism and man 
himself, is the temple of the Holy Grail, the Adytum of the 
grandest, nay, of all the mysteries of nature in our solar uni- 
verze. That body is an Æolian harp, chorded with two sots of 
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| to a mental representation of spiritual ideas far 1 


| most subservient to the action of our * personal” 
| heart being the organ par excellence through whichthe * Hi shee 


strings, one made of pure silver, the other of à 
breath irom the divine Fiat brushes softly over m 
becomes like unto Ais God—put the othe nab 
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needs the breeze of a strong terrestrial wind im ie ‘Neg 

animal effluvia, to set its animal chords vibrates hel a! 
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function of the physical lower mind to act upo, Ei 


A : Pon tha “Ry 
organs and their cells ; but it is the higher mind the pp A 


3 A ale A 
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objects on this material plane. The phenomena of Pd %, 
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substantial than the moving molecules of the brain, Ther z 
not be explained as the simple resultant of the cerebral ihe 
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logical process, as indeed the latter only condition them o 
them a final form for purposes of concrete manifes 3s 
Occultism teaches that the liver and the spleen-cells ate. 
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the Lower Self. 


JAPAN AND SHINTOISM. 


We take the following extracts from a delizhttul artia 
called “ In a Shinto Temple,” which appears in the cure 
number of the “Pall Mall Magazine.” No country h 
assuredly ever passed through such rapid changes as iy 
Japan within the last thirty or forty years. It is interx 
ing, therefore, to get all the records we can of Old Tats: 
before it completely passes away :— 


— -m 


Japan, be it known, is the real centre of creation, the ir 
bud of the human world, kissed by the Heaven that crasg 
Man, the first man, father of the Japanese race. The fact te 
been recorded in documents for at least two thousand years, ii | 
no doubt can enter the mind of the faithful, that the pres 
Mikado is a direct descendant of the gods. We learn from t 
ancient Japanese writers that, many centuries before the epx: 
when our own little island arose, at Heaven's command, fmz 
out the azure main, the gods were wont to make Japan the 
place ofresidence, or at least that they paid very frequent visits: 
that country, and that the first Emperor was himself a god. Tx: | | 
worship of these deities or kami (kami no michi) is the basis of tt: 
primeval religion of Japan. The name of the heavenly bw 
is more than ‘“‘legion.” It is somewhat difficult to make anp- 
thing like an accurate estimate of the number of these gots. 
but according to Japanese authorities there are about eig: 
millions of them. 

During the last two or three thousand years, the intercourse 
between the deities of the universe and the Emperor or Mikai 
of Japan has somehow declined. The intimacy is not so chs 
now as it was in the good old times ; but the kinship has neve 
been lost sight of, and the custodians of the ancient religic: 
have preserved the connection by the occasional deitication ci 
a deceased Mikado. It is easy to realise the closeness of th 
alliance between Church and State, before the comparativey 
recent introduction of Buddhism. 

Such was the old national faith, which is named the Shin: 
religion of the Japanese. 


— 


I am now at the entrance of the temple. Old legends seen 
to hover about its threshold. The stone trabeated erectioz 
called a torii, under which one passes from the outer world, ws 
in its origin a wooden beam, erected (as the name signities) fot 
the fowls to perch upon when they announced, as was their 
wont, tho coming dawn to the priests whose duty it was to de 
honour to the rising sun. That these erections were formerly 
made of wood is indicated by certain wedges, frequently to te 
observed in those built of stone, which are of no practical value 
to the structure in the latter material. To the lower cross-piee 
of the torii is suspended a straw rope called shime or shimenain. 
which is supposed to ward off all diseases and harmful thing. 
It is also, as I am told, a symbol of the legend of the luring «f 
Sun Goddess from her cavern by a straw rope which Futudam: 
stretched behind her, after the hero Yujikarao, or Grex 
Strength, had pulled her out. The gods who control the lives 
of men are also termed Shimei. From this shime there dangie 
strips of cut paper called the gohei. These were originally 
supposed to attract the gods. They now represent the kumi 


and with the ehimé aud turii are the common characteristit 
emblems of Shintoism. 
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| GLAMOUR, CONJURING, OR ——.—?P wero still moist with the juice. Tho fruit, of which wo all 
a ye z 3 partook, was delicious in flavour and very enjoyable. 

In the “Theosophist ” for April and also in the current This phonomenon might be said to te the resale of Maya or 
number we got 80m0 vary Miringa stories concorming one | glamour; but how to account for the sequel? T planted some 
Hassan Khan, a “sorcerer” from Hyderabad, The narrator | of tho soods ; and after two or threo weeks, or longer, one of 
is Mr, ©, P. Hogan, T.S. Unfortunately dates nre not | them germinated, Despite all tho care that was taken, the shoot 
given, but Mr, Hogan asserts that he knew the man, and could not be got to grow above a couple of inches in height, nor 
tells the stories as being one of those present during the to give out more than two leavos ; it eventually withered in about 

a month, 

On anothor occasion Hassan Khan dropped in when we had 
One day, when wo had a few friends over at our place, | a fow friends over, The visitors, who had known Hassan Khan 
Hassan Khan, who was in tho habit of calling at all hours, un- | by reputation, expressed their eagerness to witness some 
oxpooted]y made his appearance, We wore all but too glad of phenomenon, On being apprised of this desire, Hassan Khan, 
Nis visit, as it presented to somo of the guests who had heard a | who was always obliging, readily assented to gratify their 
groat doul about him a chance of personally testing for thom- curiosity, and desired that one of the party present should 
selves the reslity of his magio powers. In course of conversa- | oxpross a wish for something. One of the ladies accordingly 
tion, which grow warm on tho subject of tho Occult, T sug- | asked for a garland of bel flower: this request was made to test 
gested to Hassan Khan that an oxhibition of one or two in- | his powers, as the lady well knew that the flower was not in 
stances of Occult: phenomena would sutlice to silence all argu- | season at that time of the year. Hassan Khan made it appear 
ment and dispel seopticism, Ho agreed with mo, and expressed | as if he was much perplexed at the request, which seemed to all 
| his willingness to satisfy the natural curiosity of thoso present. | utterly impossible of fulfilment. After much cogitation, as it 
Accordingly, Hassan Khan asked a gentloman if he had a | were, ho said—‘t Well, I will try what can be done.” He took 

gold watch—a valuablo ono. with which he was not propared to | a bit of paper, and with a pencil drew thereon some characters, 

| part without a struggle! On being answored in tho afirmative, | which ho said was a message he was sending to his Hazrat, who 
the owner was requested to place the watch on the Hoor. Hassan | happened to be away at the time ; and then asking for a lighted 
Khan looked about for something heavy, and discovering the | candle, burnt the paper. This done, he entered into general 
lower portion of a stone grinding-mill, such as is used by the | conversation, apparently oblivious of the anxiety of the guests. 
natives of India in making flour, lying in a corner of the com- | The drawing-room in which the party was assembled opened on 

| pound, he desired it to be brought. He then asked another of | a verandah on the south ; and, in a few minutes, the breeze 


exploits, Wo give three of them :— 


the guests to lift the stone, and carrying it to where the watch | wafted in the sweet scent of the bel, which was clearly perceptible 
| wa lying, hold it raised several fect from tho ground, right | to all. At first, the scent was very faint, but gradually kept in- 
| above the watch. This done, Hassan Khan called aloud, “ Now | creasing in intensity, as if the flower from which it emanated 

drap tho stone” ; and in an instant the stone fell with a crash, | was being brought nearer. One of the party went to the 
unl smashed the watch, glass, works and all into a thousand | verandah, and, on looking up, saw a parcel in a plantain leaf, 
fragments! It needs no words to depict the state of mind of like those in which flowers are usually sold in India, slowly 
the owner of the watch, which could have been more easily | descending from the ceiling. As it descended below the lintel 
imagined than described : his consternation at what seemed to | of the door, it was violently thrown inside the room. On being 
all his irreparable loss, and his feelings at Hassan Khan's utter | opened, it was found to contain a magnificent garland of the 
siny froid during the whole course of the proceedings, were but | largest and most perfect specimens of the freshest of bel flowers, 
too visiblo on his countenance. To still further harrow his | such as could, under ordinary circumstances, be procured only 
fvelings, after all this, Hassan Khan entered into general con- | when in season. It is needless to say that such a display of hig 
versation ; and, for more than an hour, appeared oblivious of | marvellous powers by Hassan Khan filled even the most scepti- 
the practical joke, as the event proved it to be, which he had | cal with astonishment and awe ; and, as is usual with the vulgar 
played on the sceptic, who had become quite moody, and could | in such cases, the phenomenon was at once attributed to 
no more join in the conversation than fly. Hassan Khan, then, | diabolical agency ! 
wif suddenly rousing himself, turned to the watch proprietor, 
sying, “Well, I forgot all about your watch—would you be LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
very vexed with me if I failed to reproduce it? Let me sce == 


whother Hazrat (his attendant spirit) is handy and can put the [The Editor is not responsible for opinicns expressed by correspondents, 


| : f Š and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose 
pices together.” In a few minutes ho again called to the of presenting views that may elicit discussion. } 
gentleman and said that the watch had been restored, and would ===> 
te found on the side table in one of the rooms which he pointed Mr. White's Lectures. 
out, Indeed, the watch was found in the place indicated, whole Srr,—It would bo very interesting to know whether the Rev. 


and entire, and in perfect working order, to the great joy and 
relief of the owner, to whom it was made over with many 
thanks for his part in the exhibition. 

I am well aware that similar watch-tricks form the staple of 
aconjurer's performance, but I am sure that under the test con- 
dition—that the watch never passed into Hassan Khan’s hands— 


Edward White has any knowledge of the phenomena and 
ascertained facts of modern Spiritualism. From the thoughts 
to which he has given expression in his lectures it seems to me 
to be apparent that his view of the subject is an extremely one- 
sided one, and that it is, moreover, highly coloured by the bias 
| of dogmatic and ecclesiastical prejudice. It is the old, time- 

w number of Maskelynes or Houdins could rival the brilliancy | worn cry of Danger! Danger! The devil everywhere and God 
| of this exhibition, nowhere! Snares and pitfalls on every side for weak and help- 
| One day Hassan Khan, who was in the habit of calling at j less man, and no hght and help whatever to guide him in the 


ee 


most unconventional hours, mado his appearanco whilst we were | darkness ! 
atdinner. We asked him in ; and he took his seat at the table, One would have thought that the time had gono by for these 
and joined in the conversation, After the usual courses and | cries to find response in any human heart,and that the Christian 
| when dessert was served, Hassan Khan noticed some guavas ona | of the nineteenth century had better and nobler ideas respect- 
plate, In his usual brusquo manner he asked, “Do you eat | ing God and His dealings with mankind. It seems to me to be 
such common fruits ?” Someono at tho table replied: ‘* Why | a very great pity that, in matters of this character, the clergy 
not get us something nico and uncommon ?” ‘Certainly I will,” | either assume a position of supreme indifference and ignorance, 
sid he, and asked for a napkin, Ho took the napkin handed | or sound the war cry and enter upon a course of tierce opposi- 
w him, and spreading it on the table, placed the guavas | tion. The history of scientific thought bears ample testimony to 
omit. Then, taking it by tho cornors with tho guavas in it, | the truth of this statement, and to the fact that those who 
he gave it to one of the boys, whom hv desired to go with it to | should be the foremost in the offort to disperse ignorance and to 
one of the doors of the dining-room leading to the verandah, | help man to a better knowledge of himself often (no doubt with 
aud closing one of the panels, to put the hand in which ho held | the best of motives) become the greatest hindrance in the cause 
the parcel outside beyond the gazo of the persons at the table. | of human progress and enlightenment. 
Meanwhile, Hassan Khan continued to talk on different subjects. In any case, considering the marvellous facts which 
In about ten minutes or so, he desired the boy to bring back tho Spiritualism is in the present day bringing to light, would it 
jared and, on opening it, we woro surprised to find the guavas | not be a safer and more scientific attitude for the’ most pro- 
tepheed by mangostoens,a fruit indigenous to the Straits, which judiced inquirer to suspend his judgment and to wait for the 
Seemed to have been freshly plucked from the tree as the stems results of fullor research ? It is, as all thoughtful mon know, 
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a most fatal thing, by tho uso of certain scriptural or primitive 
Christian statements (for the most part only cloarly understood 
whon studied in the context and in tho light of the ideas of a 
particular time and age) to alarm the sensitive conscience 
and to effectually close the path of research and inquiry. 
Scripturo itself is, as wo know, continually undorgoing a sifting 
process, and is made to stand at the bar of enlightened 
thought and of the educated and sanctified conscience of man- 
kind, Why should this supremely important field of inquiry 
be allowed to pass out of sight on account of a fow antiquated 
and mediwval conclusions, based upon a partial and extremely 
ono-sided knowledge ? 

From the standpoint of Mr. White’s own conclusions, and 
admitting that the manifesting power is exclusively evil, it 
would surely be in the interests and for the happiness of man- 
kind to seek to ascertain the laws which underlie the phenomena 
and over which it may be possible to gain control. For it is 
surely a well-established fact that certain individuals are subject 
to external and undesirable influences which were not induced 
by Spiritualistic practices. 

But I maintain that this conclusion is both immoral and 
irrational, and entirely inconsistent with the character of God as 

revealed in Jesus Christ. 

We know that most thoughtful men have a craving after 
some knowledge of the world beyond, and that, with the larger 
number of them, one scrap or fragment of objective evidence 
is of infinitely more value than all the dogmatic statements of the 
Churches. The craving after certainty of another life is part of 
human nature. It is reasonable to suppose that God has not 
created a longing which He cannot or will not satisfy, and that 
thousands of human souls, who cannot believe, must be content 
to despair. 

It is admitted that the link between the two worlds exists, 
and that certain peculiarly organised persons become the means 
by which intercourse can be established, and the so-called dead 
can communicate with the living. It is also most fully admitted 
by those intimately acquainted with the subject (and indeed we 
could not conceive it to be otherwise) that evil is mixed up with 

good, and that the ignorant and frivol ous communicate as well 
as the true and good. It is further admitted that the laws 
governing the intercourse are only partially known, and that 
our ignorance introduces all manner of mistakes and confusion. 

But is it moral or rational to conclude that the mediumistic 
gift is but another snare for the weak and unwary, that the 
earnest seeker in attempting to open the door imperils his life, 
and that, although the connecting link is naturally and 
organically provided, the evil element alone of the other world, 
under a thousand cunning disguises, is let loose upon the search- 
ing soul? Can there be a conclusion more monstrous ? 
Could the old Paganism of which Mr. White speaks so con- 
temptuously have conceived a doctrine more dark and deterrent? 

Again, what grounds has Mr. White for stating that 
Spiritualism has brought none to repentance, &.? Does he 
know anything of the definite spiritual results which the truths 
of Spiritualism have exercised upon certain minds? It would 
be a thing fatal to Christianity were we to test the truth of any 
particular dogma by its practical result in the moral life ! 

I know personally of numbers of people to whom the truth 
of spirit intercourse and the evidence of continued life beyond 
the grave has brought unspeakable comfort and consolation, 
who, confused and perplexed by the clamour of conflicting 
Christian creeds and religious beliefs, have found rest in the 
objective and clear evidence offered to the reason, and who by it 
have risen to a higher and nobler faith in God and human duty. 
I know of several hard-headed sceptics to whom Spiritualism 
has brought the full assurance of a life beyond, and with it the 
increased sense of a higher responsibility, These things un- 
happily are not often brought to the notice of the public. '‘ The 
world,” to use the words of the late Mr. Stainton Moses, ‘‘ knows 
nothing of the consolation of the family circle: nothing of the 
light that has beamed there on many a mind that had come to 
despair of a future existence and was driven well nigh to dis- 
traction by the problems of the present. It knows little of 
Spiritualism as a religion, nor of the extent to which its teach- 

ings are permeating modern thought, leavening the churches,and 
giving a truer and nobler faith to manya soul that sorely needed i 
Let us be careful lest we put a stumbling block in tho way 
of some of our brethren, ane. in the spirit of a mistaken con- | 
scientiousness, bar the way to fuller knowledge and progress, | 
leaving many a troubled, sorrowful soul in the darkness of un- 


necessary doubt and despair. 


‘CA CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.” | 
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SOCIETY WORK, 

Tur STRATFORD Society or SPIRITUALISTS, Wonrksiy: 
Harr, West HAM-LANE, StrarrorD, E.- -Meetings each Sund 
at 7 p.m. Speaker for Sunday next, Mr. J. T. Dales. Suhjet. 
“ Dreams.” —J. Ratnnow, Hon. Sec. : 


23, DEVONSHIRE-ROAD, Forest HiLL.—On Thursday, My 
Bliss gave very successful experiments in clairvoyance, (x 
Sunday Mr. Munns gave a very interesting discourse upon ho, 
he first became a Spiritualist. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., My 
Savage, clairvoyance ; Thursday, at 8 p.m., circle ; Mrs. Blis 
Admission by ticket only.—J.B., Sec. 


Errina Forest.—A very successful meeting was held ly 
Sunday at Epping Forest, largely attended by Spiritualists fra | 
all parts of London. After tea, which was taken at Rigy 
Retreat, a meeting was held outside, at which numerous frien 
spoke. Next Sunday there will be an outdoor meeting y 
Tottenham, at the corner of Seven Sisters-road. Friends invitg 
to join. Time, 3 and 6 p.m.—E. F. BATTELL. 

Mx. H. Bopprnorton, 25, HICH-STREET, PEcKHaM, writes. 
Mr. Veitch will lecture at the Mansfield House, Univeniy 
Settlement, on Sunday, July 16th, at 8 p.m.; subject, ‘Spi, 
ualism and Christianity.” Any friends who can take pati 
the discussion which follows will be welcome. Mr. H. Boddin. 
ton, 25, High-street, Peckham, or Mr. Weedemeyer, 2, Bradly. | 
street, Canning Town, will be glad to receive any post-fy 
parcels of Spiritual literature for distribution. ' 


SPIRITUAL HALL, 86, Hicu-street, MARYLEBONE, W~ 
On Sunday evening Miss Rowan Vincent’s lecture upon th 
question : ‘‘ What must I do to he saved?” was much appe 
ciated. The subject, as dealt with by the lecturer, opened upu 
many of her hearers new avenues of thought. Next Sunda, 
July 2nd, at 7 p.m.,annual meeting ; many well-known speaken, 
T. Everitt, Esq. (president), in the chair. July 9th, Mr. J.J. 
Morse. Subscriptions in aid of the new piano are still urgent} 
needed, and will be thankfully received by Mrs. Bradley, If 
Albion-road, Belsize-road, N.W., and acknowledged i 
“Lian.” 

PecxuamM Ryre.—On Sunday afternoon the Rev. -- Potte, 
minister of the ‘‘ New Jerusalem Church,” occupied the pk. 
form, and took for his discourse the subject, ‘ The Purpose ¢ 
Life.” He delivered an able and eloquent address, showin 
that this life is the vestibule to still higher developments. Tk 
audience was a large and attentive one. At the end of hi: 
discourse Mr. Potter invited questions, to which he replied 
Mr. Potter being obliged to leave, having to take a service i 
the evening, Mr. Lees took up the replies to questions, and i 
his most trenchant style continued the debate.—-P. C. 


NewcastLe-on-TyNneé.—Surely our friendly opponent mu 
have ben spirit-guided in the assistance he gave us in presenting 
our out-door workers so unexpectedly with a substantial por- 
able platform, raising the speakers two feet from the ground, 
and affording seats for half-a-dozen. The surprise was ver 
great, as the gentleman had so persistently followed us up wit 
his opposition for several Sundays. Surely a ‘‘ good work” i 
begun in him which this liberality evidences. Itis hardly need: 
ful to say that the platform was gratefully acknowledged, an 
used to disseminate our principles. I wish Mr. R.J. Lees hu 
just such a one.—Bevan Harris. 


THE SPIRITUALISTS’ INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDING SOCIET. 
-—Information and assistance given to inquirers into Spiritualism 
Literature on the subject and list of members will be sent œ 
receipt of stamped envelope by any of the following Internation 
Committee :—America, Mrs. M. R. Palmer,3101, North Brat 
street, Philadelphia ; Australia, Mr. J. Webster, 5, Peckville-stre¢ 
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North, Melbourne ; France, P. G. Leymarie, 1, Rue Chabansis | 


Paris; Germany, E. Schlochauer, 1, Monbijou-place, Berti, 
N.; Holland, F. W. H. Van Straaten, Apeldoorn, Middellaa, 
682; India, Mr. T. Hatton, State Cotton Mills, Barooda: 
New Zealand, Mr. Graham, Huntley, Waikato; Sweden, B. 
Fortenson, Ade, Christiania ; Russia, Etienne, Geispitz Grande, 
Belozerski, No. 7, Lod. 6, St. Petersburg ; England, J. Alen 
Hon. Sec., 14, Berkley-terrace, White Post-lane, Manor Pars. 
Essex; or, W. C. Robson, French correspondent, 166, Ry 
Hill, Newcastle-on-Tyne.—The Manor Park branch will hold the 
following meetings at 14, Berkley-terrace, White Post-linè 
Manor Park:—The last Sunday in each month, at7 p.m., reer 
tion for inquirers. Also each Friday, at 8 p.m. prompt, i 
Spiritualists only, the study of Spiritualism. And at 1, Winiirè 
road, Manor Park, the first Sunday in each month, at 7 p.2 
reception for inquirers. Also each Tuesday, at 7.30 p.m., 
quirers’ meeting.—J. A. 


Mr. Bevan Harris, Newcastle-on-Tyne, offers gratis '° 
Spiritual workers in or out-of-doors, on receipt of a halipenaf 
stamp or addressed stamped wrapper, a blue printed bill, s% 
14in. by 18in., as under: “ Spiritualism meets the difficulties 8% 
strengthens the faith of the doubting, giving the best if not N 
only satisfactory evidence of immortality, or life after death. © 
phenomena, being all based upon immutable principles of be 
and its revelations being founded upon facts, tend to place trat 
religion on the basis of science and vitalise science with all 
is true and practical in religion.” 


